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UNITED STATES  
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION  

Washington, D.C. 20549  
   

FORM 8-K  
   

CURRENT REPORT  

PURSUANT TO SECTION 13 OR 15(d) OF  
THE SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934  

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported) December 2, 2011  
   

   

   

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of 
the following provisions:  
   

   

   

   

         

  

  

  

Commission  
File Number    

Registrant; State of Incorporation;  
Address; and Telephone Number    

IRS Employer  
Identification No. 

1-9513 

   

CMS ENERGY CORPORATION  
(A Michigan Corporation)  

One Energy Plaza  
Jackson, Michigan 49201  

(517) 788-0550     

38-2726431 

1-5611 

   

CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY  
(A Michigan Corporation)  

One Energy Plaza  
Jackson, Michigan 49201  

(517) 788-0550     

38-0442310 

  

� Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425) 

� Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12) 

� Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b)) 

� Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c)) 



Item 7.01. Regulation FD Disclosure.  

On December 2, 2011, Consumers Energy Company (“Consumers Energy”), the principal subsidiary of CMS Energy Corporation (“CMS 
Energy”), announced its plan to cancel the development of the 830-megawatt clean coal power plant that it had planned to construct near Bay 
City, Michigan (the “Plant”). Consumers Energy is cancelling the Plant because of the same market factors that led it to defer development of 
the Plant in May 2010. Those factors primarily are reduced customer demand for electricity due to the recession and slow economic recovery, 
surplus generating capacity in the Midwest market, and lower natural gas prices linked to expanded shale gas supplies.  

In addition, Consumers Energy announced an update of its air quality control plans, which include the anticipated suspension of operation of 
seven smaller units in 2015.  

A Consumers Energy News Release making these announcements is attached as Exhibit 99.1.  

In accordance with General Instruction B.2 of Form 8-K, the information in this Current Report on Form 8-K, including Exhibit 99.1, shall not 
be deemed “filed” for the purposes of Section 18 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, or otherwise subject to the liabilities of 
that section, nor shall it be deemed incorporated by reference in any filing under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, except as shall be 
expressly set forth in such a filing.  

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.  

(d) Exhibits.  
   

This Form 8-K contains “forward-looking statements” as defined in Rule 3b-6 of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended, Rule 175 
of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and relevant legal decisions. The forward-looking statements are subject to risks and uncertainties. 
They should be read in conjunction with “FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS AND INFORMATION” and “RISK FACTORS” sections 
of CMS Energy Corporation’s (“CMS Energy”) Form 10-K and Consumers Energy Company’s (“Consumers Energy”) Form 10-K each for the 
Year Ended December 31, 2010 and as updated in CMS Energy’s and Consumers Energy’s Forms 10-Q for the Quarters Ended March 31, 
2011, June 30, 2011 and September 30, 2011. CMS Energy’s and Consumers Energy’s “FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS AND 
INFORMATION” and “RISK FACTORS” sections are incorporated herein by reference and discuss important factors that could cause CMS 
Energy’s and Consumers Energy’s results to differ materially from those anticipated in such statements.  

99.1 Consumers Energy News Release dated December 2, 2011 



SIGNATURES  

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrants have duly caused this report to be signed on their behalf 
by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.  
   

   

    CMS ENERGY CORPORATION 

Dated: December 2, 2011   By:   /s/ Thomas J. Webb  
    Thomas J. Webb 
    Executive Vice President and 
    Chief Financial Officer 

  CONSUMERS ENERGY COMPANY 

Dated: December 2, 2011   By:   /s/ Thomas J. Webb  
    Thomas J. Webb 
    Executive Vice President and 
    Chief Financial Officer 



Exhibit Index  
   
99.1 Consumers Energy News Release dated December 2, 2011 



  

CONSUMERS ENERGY ANNOUNCES CANCELLATION OF PROPOSED NEW COAL PLANT, CONTINUED SUBSTANTIAL 
INVESTMENTS IN MAJOR COAL UNITS, ANTICIPATED SUSPENSION OF OPERATION OF SMALLER UNITS IN 2015  

JACKSON, Mich., Dec. 2, 2011 – Consumers Energy announced today the cancellation of a proposed clean coal plant project near 
Bay City and an update of its air quality control plans, which include the anticipated suspension of operation of seven smaller units in 
2015.  

The utility also plans to continue to make substantial environmental investments at its five major coal-fired units. The $1.6 billion 
environmental program is designed to make Michigan’s air cleaner by further reducing power plant emissions. The environmental 
program and the anticipated suspension of operations at the seven smaller units are projected to reduce the utility’s power plant emissions 
by 90 percent.  

John Russell, the utility’s president and chief executive officer, said the investments would boost the state’s economy as well as 
improve the environment.  

“We expect these substantial investments will create more than 2,000 construction jobs in Michigan and provide significant 
emissions reductions that will continue our ongoing efforts to help make Michigan’s air the cleanest it has been in generations,” Russell 
said.  

The utility said it was cancelling the new clean coal plant project because of the same market factors that led it to defer 
development of the project in May 2010. Those primarily are reduced customer demand for electricity due to the recession and slow 
economic recovery, surplus generating capacity in the Midwest market, and lower natural gas prices linked to expanded shale gas 
supplies. Lower natural gas prices make new coal-fired power plants less economically attractive.  

The company said its plans are in response to existing and pending federal and state environmental regulations and ongoing market 
conditions. The company doesn’ t plan to make any significant environmental investments in its seven smaller coal-fired units.  



The utility said it didn’t anticipate operating those units past Jan. 1, 2015. However, the utility also said that market conditions and 
the final form and timing of federal and state environmental regulations could lead it to adjust its plans for those units.  

The units are: three at the J.R. Whiting Generating Complex near Luna Pier, two at the B.C. Cobb Generating Plant in Muskegon, 
and two at the Karn/Weadock Generating Complex near Bay City.  

Russell said Consumers Energy’s long-term power supply plans include the anticipated suspension of operations at the seven 
smaller units. “We want customers to know they can count on us to make sure we have enough power to meet their needs,” he said, 
adding the utility would continue to maintain a balanced portfolio of energy resources to serve customers.  

That portfolio is based on existing power plants, potential construction of new power plants, market purchases, energy efficiency, 
and increased renewable energy resources.  

Consumers Energy began construction last month on its first wind farm, the Lake Winds Energy Park, in Mason County. That 100-
megawatt facility is scheduled to begin serving customers late in 2012. It also is developing the 150-megawatt Cross Winds Energy Park 
in Tuscola County. That wind farm is scheduled to enter service late in 2015.  

The wind farms are part of the company’s plan to invest about $6.6 billion in its utility operations through 2016 to add value to 
customers and improve the environment. That makes Consumers Energy one of the largest investors in the state of Michigan.  

Consumers Energy, the principal subsidiary of CMS Energy (NYSE: CMS), provides natural gas and electricity to 6.8 million of 
Michigan’s 10 million residents in all 68 Lower Peninsula counties.  

# # #  

For more information about Consumers Energy, visit our Website at  
www.consumersenergy.com  

Media Contacts: Jeff Holyfield, 517/788-2394 or Dan Bishop, 517/788-2395  


