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UNITED STATES
SECURITIESAND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K

Current Report pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): February 19, 2009

Tyson Foods, Inc.
(Exact name of registrant as specified in its @rart

Delaware
(State of incorporation or other jurisdiction)

001-14704
(Commission File Number)

71-0225165
(IRS Employer Identification No.)

2200 Don Tyson Parkway, Springdale, AR 72762-6999
(479) 290-4000
(Address, including zip code, and telephone numhbelyding area code, of
Registrant's principal executive offices)

Not Applicable
(Former name or former address, if changed sirsterdgort.)

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-kélis intended to simultaneously satisfy the {jliobligation of the registrant under any of the
following provisions ( se&eneral Instruction A.2. below):

o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 unberSecurities Act (17 CFR 230.4:
o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule -12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-12)
o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Ruli-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-2(b))
o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rul-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-4(c))




Item 8.01. Other Events.

On February 19, 2009, Tyson Foods, Inc. (the “CamgfJassued a press release pursuant to Rule 188eruhe Securities Act of 1933, as amended
(the “Securities Act”), announcing that it intertdsprivately place $500 million aggregate principaiount of unsecured, senior notes due 2014. The
senior notes will be offered to qualified institutal investors under Rule 144A of the Securitiesgkal to certain non-U.S. persons in transactions
outside the United States under Regulation S oStwmurities Act. In addition, the Company also amued that it will be arranging a new $1 billion
senior, secured credit facility.

The Company intends to use the proceeds from tteeaifering to repay borrowings and terminate cotmmaits under its existing accounts receiva
facility, repay and/or refinance other indebtedreess for other general corporate purpases

The foregoing is qualified by reference to the predease that is attached as Exhibit 99.1 toGhisent Report on Form 8-K, which is incorporated
herein by reference.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d)  Exhibits

Exhibit
Number

99.1 Press release dated February 19, -




SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgh Act of 1934, the registrant has duly causisdréiport to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

TYSON FOODS, INC.

Date: February 19, 20( By: /s/ R. Read Hudson
Name: R. Read Hudso
Title: Vice President, Associate Gene

Counsel and Secreta
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TYSON FOODS ANNOUNCES $500 MILLION NOTES OFFERING AND
BEGINSARRANGEMENT OF A NEW CREDIT FACILITY

Springdale, Arkansas (February 19, 2009)yson Foods, Inc. (NYSE: TSN) is initiating an offey, subject to market and other conditions, d®@
million of unsecured senior notes due 2014. The paomy intends to use the proceeds from the noteindfd¢o repay borrowings and termin
commitments under its existing accounts receivafaleitity, repay and/or refinance other indebtednasd for other general corporate purposes

The notes will be offered and sold to qualifiedtitogional buyers in the United States pursuarRte 144A and outside the United States pursus
Regulation S under the Securities Act of 1933. fibkes will be guaranteed on a senior unsecured bgghe company’s domestic subsidiaries.

The company also announced it will be arranginga senior secured credit facility of up to $1 bifliwhich will be secured by the compasigast
accounts receivable and inventory and will be gotsed by the company’s domestic subsidiaries. Eve eredit facility will replace the comparsy’
existing revolving credit facility for which the ogpany and certain of its material subsidiaries gégtisubstantially all their assets as collateral.

The sale of the notes and closing of the new cifeditity are expected to be consummated in Mar6@92 subject to market and other custor
conditions.

The notes have not been registered under the 8esukict of 1933 or any state securities laws aray mot be offered or sold in the United St
absent registration or an applicable exemption floenregistration requirements of the Securities&d 933 and applicable state laws.

This press release shall not constitute an offesetbor a solicitation of an offer to purchase tindes or any other securities, and shall not doiestar
offer, solicitation or sale in any state or jurigtéhn in which such an offer, solicitation or sabeuld be unlawful. This press release is beingee
pursuant to and in accordance with Rule 135c utideBecurities Act of 1933.

Tyson Foods, Inc., founded in 1935 with headquariteiSpringdale, Arkansas, is the world's largest@ssor and marketer of chicken, beef and
the second-largest food production company in rtuRe 500 and a member of the S&P 500. The comparguces a wide variety of proteiase!
and prepared food products and is the recognizedlankeader in the retail and foodservice marketeives. Tyson provides products and servi
customers throughout the United States and more3f@aountries.

Certain information contained in the press releasy constitute forwardboking statements, such as statements relatirgxpected earnings a
results. These forwardoking statements are subject to a number of fadad uncertainties which could cause our acesllts and experiences
differ materially from the anticipated results agxpectations, expressed in such forwmaking statements. We wish to caution readerstoqtiace
undue reliance on any forwatdeking statements, which speak only as of the da#ele. Among the factors that may cause actualtseauc
experiences to differ from anticipated results arpectations expressed




in such forwardeoking statements are the following: (i) fluctuats in the cost and availability of inputs and naaterials, such as live cattle, |
swine, feed grains (including corn and soybean yreaa energy; (ii) market conditions for finishesgucts, including competition from other glo
and domestic food processors, supply and pricingoofipeting products and alternative proteins andadael for alternative proteins; (iii) succes
rationalization of existing facilities and operafiefficiencies of the facilities; (iv) risks assatdd with our commodity trading risk managen
activities; (v) access to foreign markets togethth foreign economic conditions, including currgnituctuations, import/export restrictions ¢
foreign politics; (vi) outbreak of a livestock dése (such as avian influenza (Al) or bovine spangif encephalopathy (BSE)), which could hav
effect on livestock we own, the availability of éistock we purchase, consumer perception of cept@iein products or our ability to access cel
domestic and foreign markets; (vii) changes in labdlity and relative costs of labor and contraawgers and our ability to maintain good relatiomps
with employees, labor unions, contract growers iamdgépendent producers providing us livestock; vésues related to food safety, including c
resulting from product recalls, regulatory comptiarand any related claims or litigation; (ix) chesgn consumer preference and diets and our ¢
to identify and react to consumer trends; (x) gigant marketing plan changes by large custometess of one or more large customers; (xi) ad\
results from litigation; (xii) risks associated lvieverage, including cost increases due to risiteyest rates or changes in debt ratings or okitlpaii)
compliance with and changes to regulations and [@eth domestic and foreign), including changeadnounting standards, tax laws, environme
laws and occupational, health and safety laws)) @ir ability to make effective acquisitions orrjbventures and successfully integrate newly aeq
businesses into existing operations; (xv) effectdss of advertising and marketing programs; (Xv@ éffect of, or changes in, general econt
conditions; and (xvii) those factors listed undenm 1A. “Risk Factors” included in the compasiBeptember 27, 2008, Annual Report filed on F
10-K.
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