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Starboard Value LP, together with the other pgréints named herein (collectively, “Starboardfds made a definitive filing with tl
Securities and Exchange Commission of a solicitasimtement and an accompanying WHITE requesttodne used to solicit requests fr
shareholders of Darden Restaurants, Inc. (the "@owyi) to call a special meeting of shareholderagprove a notvinding resolution urgir
the Board of Directors of the Company not to appreany agreement or proposed transaction involvirg@aration or spinff of the
Company's Red Lobster business prior to the 201duAhMeeting of Shareholders unless such agreewreiransaction would requi
shareholder approval.

On April 14, 2014, Starboard Value LP issued thfang press release.

BOTH ISS AND GLASS LEWIS SUPPORT STARBOARD'S EFFORTS TO CALL A SPECIAL MEETING OF DARDEN
SHAREHOLDERS

Starboard Gratified that the Two Most Highly-Regpddndependent Proxy Voting Advisory Firms
Have Each Recommended that Sharehol@@KISENT on Starboard'®WVHITE Request Card to Call a Special Meeting

Starboard Urges All Darden Shareholders to Follola$3 Lewis' and ISS' Recommendation and DeliveHéTE Request Card Now
Ahead of the Upcoming April 24Goal Date for Submissions

NEW YORK, April 14, 2014-- Starboard Value LP (together with its affiliatéStarboard"), one of the largest shareholders afdéx
Restaurants, Inc. ("Darden” or the "Company") (NYBRI), with ownership of approximately 5.5% of thatstanding common stock of
Company, issued a statement to Darden sharehdioléraiing last week's support from both InstitutedrShareholder Services (ISS)
Glass Lewis & Co. (Glass Lewis). Both ISS and Glasais, the two leading independent proxy votingiadry firms, are recommending t|
Darden shareholdeSONSENT on Starboard'$®VHITE request card to support Starboard's solicitationalba special meeting of Darc
shareholders (the "Special Meeting"). At the Sdeldiaeting, shareholders would be asked to consadeonbinding resolution urging t
Darden Board of Directors (the "Board") not to apg any agreement or proposed transaction involaifed Lobster separation or spiffi-
(the "Red Lobster Separation™) prior to the 201séal Meeting of Shareholders (the "2014 Annual Meg) unless such agreement
transaction would require shareholder approval.

Starboard's statement to Darden shareholders:

"Over the past several months, we have detailediinerous letters and presentations why the propBeedLobster Separation is the wr
spin-off, at the wrong time, for the wrong reasons. \vimlfy believe that your support to call a Speciadfing is absolutely required since
proposed Red Lobster Separation is irreversibleraag destroy substantial value, and, if left un&leelc Darden intends to complete the
Lobster Separation prior to the 2014 Annual Meetingen all of Darden's directors are up for elettid/e are extremely gratified that |
and Glass Lewis, the two most highlyspected independent proxy advisory firms, hawh eacognized the importance for shareholde
have the opportunity to have their voices formalard on the Red Lobster Separation and have eaommended that shareholders cor
to Starboard's efforts to call the Special Meetingportantly, both ISS and Glass Lewis also recoephiin their respective reports that the
Lobster Separation, as currently conceived, thnsate irreversibly destroy shareholder value. B&8 and Glass Lewis also discussec
prolonged and troubling underperformance of the Gamy under current management and the Board ampartiant factor that calls ir
guestion the Company's judgment in pursuing the IRdxter Separation.

Management's recent shareholdafriendly Bylaw changes and poor track record wit@mes to shareholder and analyst engagement
us to doubt whether the Company is truly concemith the views of its shareholders regarding the Rebster Separation. As Glass Le
states in its report, 'Darden’s portrayal of itsalfa company that is strongly committed to shddelh@ngagement, that welcomes shareh
input and that values the views of shareholdiergs somewhat hollow, to our ears, consideringGbenpany's corporate governance poli
and its track record of dealing with investors amdlysts who have been critical of the Compan$S expressed similar doubts regar
Darden's private engagement with shareholdersngotihe private engagement process Darden adwocatkerently lacks transparen
results in answers whose credibility relies on ¢hedibility of the very board whose judgment isdgpechallenged and may never react
moment of denouement.'

ISS concluded that a shareholder vote is the mpptogriate mechanism for shareholders to express thews on the Red Lobs
Separation, noting that 'the value of a sharehaldeeting is precisely that it provides a definitia@ithentic, and unassailable answer t(
question of what shareholders want.... the shadelnolote is the premier mechanigor the owners of the company to settle signifi
guestions about the company's future.'




All indications are that, unless, we, as sharehisldpeak up to oppose them, the Company intendsrtiinue to swiftly move forward wi
the Red Lobster Separation. We therefore urge atén shareholders fONSENT to Starboard's solicitation using théHITE reques
cardTODAY to give shareholders the best chance of havingpipertunity to formally express their views in ameguivocal manner. Wh
we have set April 24" as the goal date for submitting written requestsnfrshareholders representing at least 50% of th@p@oy"
outstanding shareholders, the sooner we can ddheerequisite written requests to call the Spddeéting, the sooner the shareholders
be able to have their voices heard.

Importantly, the Company has publicly disclosedt tifaa special meeting is called and Starboardppsed resolution is presentec
shareholders, serious consideration will be givetiné results of the meeting and any other shadlendééedback received by the Company.'

We greatly appreciate the strong support from staders who have already consented and urge alpfellow shareholders to likewi
consent by submitting theWHITE request card today to support our efforts to ¢edl$pecial Meeting."

STARBOARD URGES SHAREHOLDERS TO FOLLOW THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF ISSAND GLASS LEWISAND ACT NOW
TO CALL THE SPECIAL MEETING!

COMPLETE AND RETURN THE WHITE REQUEST CARD TODAY TO ENSURE OUR VOICES ARE HEARD

If you have any questions or require assistance wityour vote, please contact Okapi Partners LLC toHfree at (877) 8699171 or email:
info@okapipartners.com.

About Starboard Value LP

Starboard Value LP is a New Yolbased investment adviser with a focused and diffexed fundamental approach to investing in ply
traded U.S. small cap companies. Starboard investeeply undervalued small cap companies andelgtangages with management te
and boards of directors to identify and executepportunities to unlock value for the benefit dfsdareholders.

Investor contacts:

Peter Feld, (212) 201-4878
Gavin Molinelli, (212) 201-4828
www.starboardvalue.com

Okapi Partners
Bruce H. Goldfarb/Patrick McHugh
(212) 297-0720



