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UNITED STATES  
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION  

Washington, DC 20549  
   

FORM 8-K  
   

CURRENT REPORT  

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934  

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): October 4, 2010  
   

MasterCard Incorporated  

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its charter)  
   

   

   

(914) 249-2000  
(Registrant’s telephone number, including area code)  

NOT APPLICABLE  
(Former name or former address, if changed since last report)  

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under 
any of the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):  
   

   

   

   

         

  

  

  

  

Delaware  
(State or other jurisdiction  

of incorporation)    

001-32877  
(Commission  
File Number)    

13-4172551  
(IRS Employer  

Identification No.)  

2000 Purchase Street  
Purchase, New York  

(Address of principal executive offices)    
10577  

(Zip Code)  

� Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425) 

� Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12) 

� Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b)) 

� Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c)) 



On October 4, 2010, MasterCard Incorporated issued a press release announcing that its principal operating subsidiary, MasterCard 
International Incorporated (“MasterCard”), had entered into a settlement with the U.S. Department of Justice (the “DOJ”) pursuant to a Consent 
Decree (subject to review and approval by the Court) with respect to the DOJ’s investigation into MasterCard’s acceptance rules and 
procedures. A copy of the press release is attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and is incorporated herein by reference.  

   

(d) Exhibits.  
   

   
2  

Item 8.01 Other Events 

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits 

Exhibit 
Number    Exhibit Description 

99.1    Press Release issued by MasterCard Incorporated, dated October 4, 2010. 



SIGNATURES  

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf 
by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.  
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    MASTERCARD INCORPORATED 

Date: October 4, 2010     By   /s/    N OAH J. H ANFT         

        
Noah J. Hanft  

General Counsel and Corporate Secretary  



EXHIBIT INDEX  
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Exhibit 
Number    Exhibit Description 

99.1    Press Release issued by MasterCard Incorporated, dated October 4, 2010. 



Exhibit 99.1 

News Release  

MasterCard and the U.S. Department of Justice  
Reach Agreement on Consent Decree  

State Attorneys General Join in DOJ Consent Decree and Close Their Investigations  

Purchase, NY, October 4, 2010 – MasterCard Incorporated (NYSE: MA) today announced that MasterCard has entered into a Consent Decree 
with the Department of Justice (DOJ). The terms of the settlement are consistent with the Company’s long standing business practices and will 
require MasterCard only to modify its rules to more specifically conform to its business practices. The resolution follows a two-year 
investigation involving an extensive review of MasterCard’s acceptance rules and practices.  

“MasterCard’s practices are both lawful and pro-competitive and we view this settlement as a great result. We are very pleased that after a 
comprehensive and lengthy investigation and intensive lobbying efforts by lawyers representing retailers in a pending lawsuit, this matter has 
been resolved without our having to substantially change our business practices.” said Noah J. Hanft, MasterCard’s General Counsel.  

“The Consent Decree with the DOJ calls for modification of a rule to confirm that merchants may offer a discount for cash and all forms of 
payment, including competing brands, which is precisely what we already permit. Our discounting practices have long been more flexible than 
our major competitors and have permitted merchants to discount for cash, checks, debit cards or other payment brands.”  

MasterCard is also pleased that seven of the ten State Attorneys General who had requested information or opened investigations of 
MasterCard’s merchant acceptance business practices have signed onto the DOJ Consent Decree and all ten have closed their investigations of 
MasterCard.  

The Consent Decree is subject to review and approval by the Court.  

About MasterCard Incorporated  

As a leading global payments company, MasterCard Incorporated prides itself on being at the heart of commerce, helping to make life easier 
and more efficient for everyone, everywhere. MasterCard serves as a franchisor, processor and advisor to the payments industry, and makes 
commerce happen by providing a critical economic link among financial institutions, governments, businesses, merchants, and cardholders 
worldwide. In 2009, $2.5 trillion in gross dollar volume was generated on its products by consumers around the world. Powered by the 
MasterCard Worldwide Network – the fastest payment processing network in the world – MasterCard processes over 22 billion transactions 
each year, has the capacity to handle 140 million transactions per hour, with an average network response time of 140 milliseconds and with 
99.99 percent reliability. MasterCard advances global commerce through its family of brands, including MasterCard , Maestro , and Cirrus 

; its suite of core products such as credit, debit, and prepaid; and its innovative platforms and functionalities, such as MasterCard PayPass ™ 
and MasterCard inControl ™. MasterCard serves consumers, governments, and businesses in more than 210 countries and territories.  

® ® 

® 



Contacts:  

Jim Issokson, MasterCard Worldwide, 914-249-6286, James_issokson@mastercard.com  
Greg Boosin, MasterCard Worldwide, 914-249-4565, Investor_Relations@mastercard.com  


