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UNITED STATES

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT

Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Date of Report (Date of earliest event reported): une 27, 2011

CERUS CORPORATION

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its chaetr)

Delaware 0-21937 68-0262011
(State or other jurisdiction (Commission (IRS Employer
of incorporation) File No.) Identification No.)

2550 Stanwell Drive
Concord, California 94520

(Address of principal executive offices) (Zip Code)

Registrant’s telephone number, including area codg925) 288-6000

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-kflis intended to simultaneously satisfy the §liobligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions (see General Instructior2 Abelow):

O  Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 unberSecurities Act (17 CFR 230.42
Soliciting material pursuant to Rule -12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-12)
Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rul-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-2(b))
Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rul-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240-4(c))
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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Principal Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory
Arrangements of Certain Officers.

Resignation of William R. Rot

On June 27, 2011, William R. Rohn informed the Bioafr Directors (the “Board”) of Cerus Corporatidhg “Company”) that he was
resigning as a member of the Board and as a meofltiee Audit Committee and Nominating and Corpokateernance Committee (the
“Governance Committee”) of the Board, effective iediately. This decision was not the result of agisement with the Company on any
matter relating to the Company’s operations, peti@r practices.

Election of Daniel Swisher as a member of the B«

On June 27, 2011, the Governance Committee reconedeand the Board approved, the election of D&wether, as a member of the
Board and as a member of the Audit Committee ance@@nce Committee, effective concurrently with Rohn'’s resignation, to serve until
the 2012 annual meeting of the Company’s stockhsldes a member of the Board, the Audit Committeg the Governance Committee,

Mr. Swisher will receive the compensation for héswices set forth in the Company’s Non-EmployeesBtior Compensation Policy.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements and Exhibits.
(d) Exhibits.

99.1 Press Release, dated June 29, 2011, éi“Cerus Corporation Announces Changes to Board &fdir”



SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgé Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly causisdé¢iport to be signed on its behalf
by the undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

CERUS CORPORATION
Dated: June 29, 201
By: /S/ Kevin D. Greel
Kevin D. Greer
Vice President, Finance and Chief Accounting Off




Exhibit 99.1

US

Cerus Corporation Announces Changes to Board of Déctors

CONCORD, Calif—(BUSINESS WIRE) — June 29, 2011—u3eCorporation (NASDAQ: CERS) today announced ithads appointed
Daniel Swisher to its Board of Directors. Mr. Swasheplaces William R. Rohn, who has announcedetisement from the Cerus Board after
serving as director since 2002.

Mr. Swisher has served as chief executive officet member of the Board of Sunesis Pharmaceuticalssince 2003, and as Sunesis’
president since 2005. He joined Sunesis in 20Cipusly serving as chief business officer andfdimancial officer. Prior to joining Sunesis,
he served in various management roles, includingse®ice president of sales and marketing for ALZArporation from 1992 to 2001. He
holds a B.A. in History from Yale University and BhB.A. from the Stanford Graduate School of Busie

“Dan’s extensive industry experience will make tdamaluable member of Cerus’ Board as the compapgreds its markets for the
INTERCEPT Blood System and works toward commerzédion of the INTERCEPT red blood cell system,'tlsiJ. Cassin, chairman of the
Cerus Board. “On behalf of the entire Board, | vabalso like to recognize Bill Rohn for his signditt contributions to Cerus throughout his
nine years as a director and wish him well in bisife endeavors.”

ABOUT CERUS

Cerus Corporation is a biomedical products compgaoysed on commercializing the INTERCEPT Blood 8gsto enhance blood safety. The
INTERCEPT system is designed to reduce the rigkasisfusion-transmitted diseases by inactivatibgoad range of pathogens such as
viruses, bacteria and parasites that may be pre@sdohated blood. The nucleic acid targeting madm of action enables INTERCEPT
treatment to inactivate established transfusioeats; such as hepatitis B and C, HIV, West Nilasyand bacteria, and is designed to inactivate
emerging pathogens such as influenza, malaria endwe. Cerus currently markets and sells the INTEHRICBIlood System for both platelets
and plasma in Europe, the Commonwealth of Indepariates, the Middle East and selected countrieghier regions around the world. The
INTERCEPT red blood cell system is in clinical deygment. See http://www.cerus.com for more infoliovat

INTERCEPT and the INTERCEPT Blood System are traaté&sof Cerus Corporation.

This press release contains forward-looking stat@seAny statements contained in this press relteseare not statements of historical fact
may be deemed to be forward-looking statementieidimgy, without limitation, statements relatingttee market potential for the INTERCEPT
Blood System and commercialization of the INTERCE®@Tblood cell system. These forw-looking statements are based upon the company’
current expectations. Actual results could diffextemially from these forward-looking statementsaagsult of certain factors, including,

without limitation, risks associated with marketaptance and commercialization of the INTERCEP D®IBystem, as well as other risks
detailed in the Cerus’ filings with, the Securiteasd Exchange Commission (SEC), including in Cequsrterly report on Form 10-Q for the
quarter ended March 31, 2011, filed with the SEQUay 6, 2011. You are cautioned not to place unéliance on these forward-looking
statements, which speak only as of the date optkiss release. Cerus does not undertake any dldigto update any forward-looking
statements as a result of new information, futwenés, changed assumptions or othern
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Contact:

Lainie Corten

Director, Global Communications & Marketing
Cerus Corporation

(925) 28+-6319



