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UNITED STATES
SECURITIESAND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20549

FORM 8-K

CURRENT REPORT
Pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934

Date of Report (Date of Earliest Event Reportdégbruary 22, 2010

Acorda Therapeutics, Inc.

(Exact name of registrant as specified in its @rart

Delaware 000-50513 13-3831168
(State or other jurisdictio (Commissior (I.LR.S. Employe
of incorporation’ File Number) Identification No.)
15 Skyline Drive, Hawthorne, NY 10532
(Address of principal executive office (Zip Code)

Registrant’s telephone number, including area co(#:4) 347-4300

Not Applicable
Former name or former address, if changed sin¢cedpsrt

Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-a{lis intended to simultaneously satisfy the §liobligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:

O Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 unberSecurities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

O Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

O Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rue2({l) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))
O

Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Réet{d under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))




[tem 8.01 Other Events
On February 22, 2010, Acorda Therapeutics, Inceidsa press release announcing that Adrian L. Raléz, M.D., FAAN has joined the
Company as Senior Vice President and Head, Mediairs, reporting to Thomas Wessel, M.D., PhDj&tiMedical Officer.
Dr. Rabinowicz will have responsibility for AcordaMedical Communications, Scientific Affairs, Medi&ducational Programs and the
field-based team of Regional Scientific Managersofly of the press release is incorporated hereieference and attached as Exhibit 99.1.
Item 9.01 Financial Statementsand Exhibits
(d) Exhibits.
99.1 Press Release dated February 22, 2010.

SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities &xgl Act of 1934, the registrant has duly causisdréport to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

Acorda Therapeutics, In

February 22, 2010 By: /s/ David Lawrence

Name: David Lawrence
Title: Chief Financial Officer
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Exhibit 99.1

AC®RDA

THERAMPEWULTI

CONTACT:

Jeff Macdonald

Acorda Therapeutics
(914) 347-4300 ext. 232
jmacdonald@acorda.co

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Acorda Therapeutics Announces Adrian L. Rabinowicz Joins as Senior Vice President of M edical Affairs

HAWTHORNE, N.Y., February 22, 2010 — Acorda Thenafies, Inc. (Nasdaq: ACOR) announced today thafakdt. Rabinowicz, M.D.,
FAAN, has joined the Company as Senior Vice Predidad Head, Medical Affairs, reporting to Thomaedakl, M.D., Ph.D., Chief Medical
Officer. Dr. Rabinowicz will have responsibilityrféd\corda’s Medical Communications and Scientifidaifs departments, medical education
programs and the field-based team of Regional 8fizManagers.

Before joining Acorda, DriRabinowicz spent over five years with Bayer HeattreCPharmaceuticals holding roles of increasingaesibility.
Most recently Dr. Rabinowicz was Vice President bleadd, U.S. Medical Affairs — Specialty Medicineddad the central nervous system
and hematology medical teams. In this role, heaetisely involved in all medical and regulatoryisities related to Betaseréh , Bayer's
multiple sclerosis drug. He also served as a mewihBayer's Protocol Review Committee, which wasp@nsible for evaluating and
approving all Phase Il - IV protocols. Prior to lirme at Bayer, Dr Rabinowicz held the positiorMedical Director in Clinical Development
and Medical Affairs at Novartis Pharmaceuticalthia U.S., where he managed several programs anthtery interactions in Alzheimer’s
disease, Parkinson’s disease and traumatic brjairyin

“We are very excited to have Adrian Rabinowicz jéicorda’s senior management team and lead our MEeAitairs group. Adrian’s
accomplishments related to scientific and clinedlicational initiatives in multiple sclerosis amgpressive,” stated Dr. Wessel. “In addition,
the breadth of his experience across a range ciptirees within drug development will be critical Acorda as we work to execute a very
ambitious agenda this year - the successful laandhcommercialization of AMPYRA™, bringing GGF2arthe clinical trial stage and
evaluating additional neurologic products and tebdbgies for potential in-licensing.”

Dr. Rabinowicz received his medical degree fromuinéversidad Del Salvador, Buenos Aires, Argentida.completed his residency in
neurology at the University of Buenos Aires andfalBwship in Epilepsy and Neurophysiology at theiversity of Southern California, Los
Angeles. Dr. Rabinowicz is Board Certified in Nelogy and for several years served as an Assistafié$sor of Neurology and as the Co-
Director of the USC Comprehensive Epilepsy prograrselected NINDS site for antiepileptic drug depahent. Subsequently, Dr
Rabinowicz helped establish the Comprehensive gpji®rogram at the Fleni Neurological Institut®irenos Aires Argentina, that becan
an international referral center for patients wéfractory epilepsy and a leading institution floe tlinical development of antiepileptic drugs.
Dr. Rabinowicz has received several national atetirational awards for his research and is a Fetibthe American Academy of
Neurology. He has published over 70 peer revievambs and several book chapt:




“I'm delighted to be joining Acorda at the launcham important new treatment for multiple sclerodiMPYRA is the first new therapy
approved for MS in over ten years, and I'm lookfagvard to working with the highly experienced Meali Affairs team already in place to
help direct future scientific and clinical initiaéis for AMPYRA,” said Dr. Rabinowicz.

About Acorda Therapeutics

Acorda Therapeutics is a biotechnology company ldgigg therapies for multiple sclerosis, spinalccotjury and related nervous system
disorders. The Company’s marketed products incAid®YRA™ (dalfampridine), a potassium channel blacépproved as a treatment to
improve walking in patients with multiple sclerogMS), as demonstrated by an improvement in walkipged; and ZANAFLEX
CAPSULES® (tizanidine hydrochloride), a short-agtarug for the management of spasticity. The Comisapipeline includes a number of
products in development for the treatment, regdiverand repair of the spinal cord and brain.

Forward-L ooking Statements

This press release includes forward-looking stateseithin the meaning of the Private Securitietigltion Reform Act of 1995. All
statements, other than statements of historic#s faegarding management’s expectations, beliefsisgplans or prospects should be
considered forwardboking. These statements are subject to risksuandrtainties that could cause actual resultsfterdnaterially, including
Acorda Therapeutics’ ability to successfully maraetl sell Ampyra in the United States and to sisfalg market Zanaflex Capsules, the
risk of unfavorable results from future studiesdofipyra, the occurrence of adverse safety events auit products, delays in obtaining or
failure to obtain regulatory approval of Ampyra side of the United States and our dependence ooallaboration partner Biogen Idec in
connection therewith, competition, failure to pritAcorda Therapeutics’ intellectual property odifend against the intellectual property
claims of others, the ability to obtain additiofiabncing to support Acorda Therapeutics’ operatjand unfavorable results from our
preclinical programs. These and other risks arerides] in greater detail in Acorda Therapeuticsndis with the Securities and Exchange
Commission. Acorda Therapeutics may not actualhjea® the goals or plans described in its forwaamking statements, and investors
should not place undue reliance on these statemedsda Therapeutics disclaims any intent or @dlmn to update any forward-looking
statements as a result of developments occurrieg tife date of this press release.




